
 

Why New Zealand must rapidly halve its greenhouse gas emissions

   
   
   
Abstract:

New Zealand must commit to substantial decreases in its greenhouse gas emissions, to avoid the worst
impacts of climate change on human health, both here and internationally. We have the fourth highest per
capita greenhouse gas emissions in the developed world. Based on the need to limit warming to 2 degrees
C by 2100, our cumulative emissions, and our capability to mitigate, New Zealand should at least halve its
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 (i.e. a target of at least 40% less than 1990 levels). This target has a
strong scientific basis, and if anything may be too lenient; reducing the risk of catastrophic climate change
may require deeper cuts. Short-term economic costs of mitigation have been widely overstated in public
debate. They must also be balanced by the far greater costs caused by inertia and the substantial health
and social benefits that can be achieved by a low emissions society. Large emissions reductions are
achievable if we mobilise New Zealand society and let technology follow the signal of a responsible target.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19859094   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Mitigation

Other Projection Model/Methodology: Discussion only

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  
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time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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